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November 20, 2015 

 

Dear Richmond Families, 

 

In the realm of Internet filtering, our ultimate concern is for the safety of children while at the same time 

providing access to information. In accordance with the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA), 

Richmond Community Schools employs one of the best internet content filtering software on the market to 

block inappropriate content and websites.   

 

Occasionally, a website that students or staff need to access is blocked OR a website that is inappropriate 

is classified in a category allowed by the district’s filters.  When this is brought to our attention, the district 

will unblock appropriate websites and block inappropriate websites.  As you can imagine, there are billions 

of websites on the internet with new ones created every minute.  This is a constant game of ‘cat and mouse,’ 

especially in a world where there are individuals trying to penetrate filtering systems by classifying 

inappropriate websites into categories otherwise deemed as good. 

 

As a partner in your child’s education, we are calling on families to work with us and notify us if they 

identify websites that are educational websites, but are currently blocked based on the category they are 

assigned (e.g. games); or notify the district if a parent, while using a district-provided laptop, comes across 

a website they feel should be blocked, but is in a category allowed by our filters. 

 

To notify the district, please complete the Website Block/Unblock Request Form, located on the main page 

of the District’s website.  This form allows you to request a change to the way a URL is handled by our 

internet content filter. If you are requesting that a blocked site be unblocked, please provide an educational 

rationale for the site. As an educational institution, we rarely make exceptions to filter categorizations unless 

the site is instructional in nature. 

 

Some sites are not able to be unblocked as the entire subset of the site are affected as a unit. It is also 

important to note that all sites unblocked affect the entire building group (staff and/or students).  All 

requests will be reviewed by the district and handled appropriately.  Controversial site requests may be 

denied or take longer pending further review and evaluation of the request.  Richmond Community Schools 

is committed to ensuring students are safe while accessing websites on the Internet.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Walmsley, Ed.S. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


